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St. Martha of Bethany

Lizeth Lopez, 9, portrays St. Martha of Bethany. Stu-
dents from Sacred Heart Cathedral School dressed as
their favorite saint in celebration of All Saints Day. For

more photos, see Page 16. Photo by Danvid Myers

Transforming the world
one adoption at a time

By Rebecca Ford
Special to the Register
ark and Krista Ball had four
beautiful children when they
approached Catholic Social Service
to inquire about adoption in 1992:
Candace, their oldest, was eight; twins,
Trever and Tyler, were four; Dayna
was three.

“We would have liked to have had
more kids, and for whatever reason we
weren’t having them, so we thought
about adoption,” Mark recalls.

Mark and Knista attended Catho-
lic Social Service workshops about

adoption, and created an in-
formational folder about their
own family. Birth mothers
who were looking for a fam-
ily to adopt their child had an
opportunity to look at the Ball
family profile.

“You tell all about your family
and Catholic Social Service would
take your folder to the respective
mothers,” Mark said. “They’d
look at us and say “Well, they
already have four kids. They don’t
need any more.” So nobody would
pick us.”

Photo by Rebecca Ford
(Clockwise from top, left) Selam, Grace, Mark, Kyra, Kambra and Krista Ball of Great Bend.

Then, one day in 1997, a
woman about to go mto labor
walked into the Catholic Social
Service office. Mary Reed, the
social worker, showed the fold-
ers of famihies to the expecting
mother so that she could pick out
a family. “No, you pick out the
family,” the woman told Mary.
Mary picked Mark and Krista.
Grace was bom just a few days
later. “We say it was by the
Grace of God that she came into
our family,” Knista explains.
(See “Transformmg...” Page 11)







